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The mayor of Merton, Cllr Gill Manly, and the chair of the Wandle  

Industrial Museumõs trustees, Fr David Pennells, open the museumõs  

latest exhibition, Sport Along the Wandle, on Saturday 10 June. They 

are accompanied by the exhibitionõs curator, Mick Taylor.  
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Editorial  
 

This is a bumper edition, reflecting a 

busy summer both in the museum 

and in our outreach activities.  

 

Outreach has included several talks 

and walks, and manning our stall at 

various festivals.  

 

The internal appearance of the  

museum has changed with the  

appearance of the Morris fabric, the 

Sport along the Wandle exhibition,    

the fish tank and of course the newly 

cleaned carpet! The Moroccan hide 

has yet to go on display.  

 

Eric Shaw has been missing from his 

usual front of house position for a few 

weeks following his wifeõs fall. We 

send them both our best wishes and 

we look forward to Ericõs return.   

 

John Sheridan  
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Operations Team report ð Summer 2023  
 

The new exhibition in June depicted òSport Along the Wandleó and  

revealed how many unexpected activities took place in our area. There 

are also two new talks by Mick Taylor, òSnuff and the Wandle Millsó and 

òApprentices, Children and Labour in the Wandle Millsó. John Sheridan 

has developed a talk on òPapermaking on the Wandleó. 

 

For the first time ever we took a stall at Mitcham Carnival ð impossible 

in past years because of the date clash with our annual exhibition. There 

was little interest, however, so this may not be repeated.  

 

The volunteers from Brixton Windmill paid us a visit and we were able to 

continue discussions as to how we could maybe help them with their  

accreditation application.  

 

In July we held another òWandle Arts Festivaló (note the plural this 

year). With fewer volunteers available it was decided to keep this to a 

single day to reduce the need for storing and carrying. But two of our 

trustees stepped in to help set up which was much appreciated. The 

weather was not so kind this year, however, but our new massive gazebo 

protected the various musicians.  
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We joined in Mitchamõs annual Community on the Green event and this 

too inevitably involves us getting a good soaking. And so it was this 

year. 

 

Walks and talks continue to expand, both by topic and location of  

delivery. Sadly it looks as if the Probus groups are not thriving but  

fortunately other organisations are 

catching up. Mick Taylor in  

particular whizzes around with 

the projector and even managed 

two events on one day.  

 

Two members of the team  

attended the Croydon Green  

Spaces event and did a mammoth 

day long Wandle walk and a  

printing workshop for Culvers 

House School seeing a total of 60 

pupils. The headteacher sent us a 

nice letter of thanks. St John the 

Divine school at the Oval paid the 

museum a visit for another  

workshop to tie in with their work 

on William Morris.  

 
Culvers House Primary School, Mitcham  

 

The sample of original Morris fabric mentioned in the last bulletin is 

now encased in perspex and in place at the side of the Morris works 

model. 

 

I suspect that in future colleagues will think twice before they share  

offers of òfreebiesó to me after my assurance that we OF COURSE could 

find a novel use for an empty fish tank formerly in the reception area of 

the Vestry Hall. Lo and behold it was duly delivered. We are also  

looking to re -arrange our storage room and planning how to  

accommodate more local history files in the main office.  

 

But the good news is that our carpet was treated to a professional deep 

clean courtesy of Merton Council and this has made a huge visual  

difference.  
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Mick Taylor continues to organise our social media. Over the last year  

(April 2022 to March 2023) we have seen continuous growth of followers 

on our main platforms - Facebook, Instagram and the former Twitter 

now X. Flickr, where we host a number of photographs from our archive, 

receives a steady number of views as does our video archive on YouTube 

platforms.  
 

Visitor numbers are creeping up steadily. One from Peru (without duffle 

coat and red hat) and one from Germany from a fellow museum  

volunteer. Also David Woolford, who subsequently sent us photos of the 

section of tramway he had recently purchased from a friend who had 

found it in 1967 in a cave under the A22.  

 

We received a spectacular donation from a former director of Deedõs Mill 

ð a full Moroccan hide decorated and gilded and in superb condition  

considering it was apparently displayed at the 1851 Great Exhibition. 

We are currently taking professional advice as to how best it could be 

displayed. A set of scales and an embosser used by the mill were also  

given to us.  
 

The Moroccan hide on the clean carpet  
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We also obtained a commemorative mug of Mitchamõs charter year of 

1934, from the former home of Judy Goodman, whose tribute is  

elsewhere in this Bulletin.  

 

Merton Discovery Day in August was successful but tiring both at our 

stall and with a steady stream of children wanting to do a block print in 

the childrenõs library. This year two sessions only were advertised but  

inevitably cut -off times had to be elastic to accommodate latecomers. 

John Sheridan also led a walk from the Civic Centre which was blessed 

with fair weather.  

 

Alison Cousins  

Roger Steele with young block printers on Discovery Day  

____________________________________________________ 

Sport along the Wandle exhibition  
 

Mick Taylorõs flyer for a talk about this exhibition said that it explores 

the stadiums, factory teams, sporting activities, forgotten sports, and 

some other sports that may disturb you, that have all taken place along 

the banks of the Wandle.  
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The exhibition consists of around fifty images, mostly old photographs, 

with captions written by Mick giving brief descriptions and histories of 

the sports portrayed. The disturbing sports are perhaps otter hunting 

and cock fighting, now consigned to history.  

A forgotten sport could be jousting at Merton Priory in 1347 when King 

Edward III visited to celebrate victory at the Battle of Crecy. Other more 

recent sports were lacrosse, tug of war and archery. An unusual sport 

was ballooning, fuelled by gas to advertise Wandsworth gas works.  

 

The highest profile sport is football at AFC Wimbledon. Their current 

Plough Lane stadium stands on the site of a former greyhound stadium, 

somewhat incongruously opened by the American actress Tallulah  

Bankhead, who was in London to perform in a West End play. Footage of 

the opening ceremony in 1928 still exists at: https://

www.londonsscreenarchives.org.uk/title/19791/. Speedway racing,  

popular in the post -war years, also took place at the stadium.  

 

Visit the exhibition for more Wandle sporting knowledge and  

enlightenment!  

 

John Sheridan  

An image from the exhibition  
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A History of Fryõs Metal Foundries and the  

Tandem Works by Michael J Finch (Studies in 

Merton History: 12; 2023)  
 

This publication was mentioned briefly in the Operations Teamõs report 

in the Spring 2023 edition of the bulletin. The bookletõs importance as an 

addition to our knowledge of the industries of the Wandle valley, and the 

involvement of longstanding WIM volunteer and former Fryõs employee 

Eric Shaw, justify further comment.  

 

The author acknowledges contributions from some of his family members 

who worked at the Tandem works, from a number of others including  

Eric, and from a monthly magazine, The Fry Record.  

 

This brief review will not repeat the 

contents of my review in the Merton 

Historical Societyõs Bulletin No. 227, 

but will merely add a few of Ericõs  

recollections, recounted in  

conversation. The booklet mentions on 

page 40 a pollution incident in 1990, 

when a waterway was turned bright 

blue by copper sulphate, and Fryõs was 

fined £10,000. Eric adds that the copper 

sulphate solution was a by -product of a 

process of extruding copper and tin to 

make brazing rods; the rods acquired an 

oxide coating which was removed by 

pickling them in sulphuric acid. The 

copper sulphate solution was a  

by-product, which was mistakenly  

allowed into a surface drain and ended 

up in the Pickle ditch. Brazing rods are 

used to join pieces of metal together: at the right temperature, the  

brazing alloy melts into the joint. Brazing differs from welding, where 

the metal to be joined is melted.  

 

Eric was smelting manager at one time. The firm smelted lead and  

other metals from metal oxides (òdrossó). The smelters would originally 

have been fuelled by coal or coke from the coal yard adjacent to the old 

railway line and its sidings, near the site of the Merton Priory Chapter 

House Museum. Later, the smelters were fuelled by gas, apart from a 

brief experiment with the use of enhanced oxygen.  

 


