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Editorial

Doesndt time fly

fun. It only seems yesterday that we
left Christmas behind and yet we are

just coming into Easter. Hopefully

we have left the recent snhow and cold
weather behind us even if we may be

heading into a rain filled April.

The snow put paid to our first
attempt to launch the new map

Mapping the Mills: Discover the River
ndus.Thei
wait seems to have been well worth.

Wandl eds |

All is explained on page 14.
One great thing about working in a

museum and taking an interest in
heritage is that you never stop

picking up something new. This issue

certainly has some of that we hope.

On page 9 you will see a comment

about the changes to data protection.
Please do read it as it applies to you.

| hope you enjoy this issue of the
bulletin and do please let us have
your feedback.

Best wishes,
Mick Taylor

Cover Picture:

Members of the museum, Mapping the
Mills Volunteers and The Building
Exploratory staff at the launch of the new

ma pMagping the Mills: Discover the River

Wandl ebds I ndus.trial
Picture by Auriel Glanville.
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THE CHAPTER HOUSE TRANSFORMED

|l tds been thirty years now since the hi
Priory was excavated as part of the Sai
Wood. Extensive foundations were revealed, and then, in the nature of

these things, backfilled again - but those of the Chapter House were

spared, and preserved, albeit very unceremoniously, under Merantun

Way.

Since then this impressive relic in its weirdly surreal situation has often
been opened by volunteers for events of many kinds - drama, concerts,
art exhibitions, religious services, medieval banquets, talks and lectures,
school visits, adult group tours - and of course for four open weekends
per year, of which a high point has traditionally been fabric block print-

ing for kids provided by our own stalwarts Mary and Nicholas, Alison,
Mick and Roger.

Having been at pretty well all of these events, | can testify that the first

word every new visitor says on entering the Chapter House is almost in-
variably oWowo! -factordvill beayneatetr gtile evenaf w

youdre familiar with the Chapter House,
maj or Heritage Lottery funded over haul
of the day.

The South Wall has now been demolished to be
replaced with a glass and a new entrance.

I f youdbve passed by the enclosure receri
of the south wall has been demolished. Specialist builders are replacing

it with glass, with a classy new entrance to replace the dingy steel

security door wedve been using for thr
light will transform the interior, and be the key to much more regular

opening, a complete renewal of the layout and exhibits, and much greater

access and public awareness of this extraordinary monument.
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Phase One of the project will be completed this summer, in time to

reopen to the public in September. Phase Two, yet to be funded, will see

the creation of a physic garden outside, and of a much improved events

venue inside. | f youdd | i ke more infor
indeed would be interested in becoming a Friend or Volunteer, then

please keep an eye on the website www.mertonpriory.org

John Hawks

An artist impression of the new South Wall and entrance to The Chapter House.

Morris In Wimbledon

The building of a new hotel in The Broadway, Wimbledon has started.
We are pleased to see they have fronted it with the William Morris
Trellis pattern.



http://www.mertonpriory.org/
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Operations Team Report

Once again we held our annual New Year lunch at the Park Place
Carvery in Mitcham, kindly organised by Roger Steele.

A late opening in January, recent bad weather, and an early Easter has

meant that talks and workshops have been minimal or cancelled but our
newesttopic 30 Cal i co Peopl ed, has been preser
who, along with Roger Steele also held a printing session for the Trefoll

Girl Guides in Surbiton.

Another new recruit, Serena Crouch joined us and has been helping with
administration and some archiving.

The museum was also the location for a celebration on March 22 nd to

mar k the completion of the oOoOMapping t he
auspices of The Building Exploratory. A beautifully produced map to

support four Wandle heritage wal ks was
be available from the museum.

We were successful in bidding for a Conservation Grant from the Arts
Council ( via the Museum of London ) and we put this to good use by
buying more archive grade storage boxes for our printing blocks and
some large polyester sleeves for our map collection. We had also con-
tacted Zotefoams for some higher grade Plastazote to protect the blocks
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and were delighted when the company offered to donate a collection of
samples and offcuts to us as part of their remit to support a local
organisation. It has been in the area for many years, and in fact, our
own Eric Shaw once worked there when it was known as Expanded
Rubber and Plastics. We are most grateful to the company for such
generosity, and to Liz Papadolambakis in particular for her help.

Training
Siobhan Kneale and Alison Cousins attended two excellent free work-
shops arranged by the Living Wandl e Lai

was OExciting Writing for I nterpretatic
which introduced an interpretation planning pyramid to balance re-
sources, audience, and the story. Ali s«

Protection Regulation (GDPR) presented by Superhighways, and covered
the new principles of this legislation, including consent, rights, privacy

etc. all of which will impact on the museum. Resources from both
courses will be available at the museum.

Finance

Another steady year. Yet again we have kept running costs below the
level of our grant from Merton Council, and the activities of our talks and
printing teams have provided the money for our long -awaited new
computer and the ongoing upgrading of our displays.

Our major outgoings remain:

Insurance £704
Audit of Account £660
Telephone/Broadband £535
Display and Printing Materials £300

’_4‘ 1 1 We are grateful to the artist Tony Michael and the

Wimbledon Society for permission to reproduce here
this cartoon from the March issue of their newsletter.

- Y at: For those of you who have not had the pleasure of
(}AL\/W\HI\W wading through the Mayor of Lon
the city, this just about says it all.

“I can’t see any other way we can meet
the Mayor’s new housing targets, but
the Wandle will need some dredging”
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Recent Acquisitions
We have added quite a few oOnewd items t

Some of the books we have acquired are:

The Brown family . ten flour mills in a
hundred years. Donated by the author Peter
Sinclair, I n appreciat 0s he

finding him some relevant photos, and
published by the Mills Archive, in 2017, this
contains a chapter on Waddon Flour Mill.

Waddon Mill 1907

Steve Purveyods eagle eyes foHveowing onl
centuries of artists in Sutton : a biographical dictionary of artists

associated with Sutton. This was published by Sutton Libraries & Arts

Services in 1989 and compiled by Maureen Beasley.

Old Surrey watermills, by J. Hillier, dated 1951, was snapped up by
Peter Cousins in a second -hand sale, and Meg Thomas, our former
curator, donated two more books on the same subject, British

watermills  ( Syson ) and Waterpower and watermills ( Brown ) and
two books by Jan Marsh & The pre -Raphaelite sisterhood and Jane
and May Morris.

Thanks to Mick Taylor we now also have a hard copy of The Wimbledon

and Merton Annual for 1909 containing the chap
Wandl e :past and presentod by Montague ¢
with a source for an earlier copy of the article.

Martin Roberts, who knew Constance Pope well, donated a couple of her
Merton Historical Society Local History Notes, namely ~ Around Manor
Road Mitcham (1989 ) and More memories of Manor Road and
Commonside East  (1991).

David Luff also donated several technical drawings of the wheel house
at the Liberty Mills done in 1983/4.
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Two new glass lantern slides  also came our way from Andrew Hadden,
both of which took some time to identify, but turned out to be of Butter

Hi | | Mi | | and St. Maryodos Church, By f Il ec
Mills at Butter Hill, St Marydés Church,
Carshalton Byfleet

Alison Cousins

Visit to the Ram Brewing location

In early December a select group of us visited
the Ram Brewery housed within the new
development to be known as The Ram Quatrter,
Il .e. the former site of
ensure it keeps its cl
continuously brewing site, this activity

continues today thanks to John Hatch ( pictured ¢
here) who is employed on part of the site as a
Manager, who brews from time to time
supported by donations and successful fundrais-
ing comedy evenings.

Behind a very insignificant hoarding lies his

little kingdom, where we were pleased to see by
the gate, a collection of saved sleeper stones
from the Surrey Iron Railway. John gave us a detailed tour of the
brewhouse and demonstrated how recycled items had been utilised to
provide the equipment.
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Our merry group after enjoying a pint of
Johnds | atest brew.

!

We then proceeded to the tap room and sampled the latest offering while

spotting Youngds memorabilia around

artefacts there and in a safer place with which to set up the proposed
brewing museum, news of which was of course the prime reason for our
visit. ( Ahem ) At Il ast | aupinabl e
brewerydé to my CV. Our thanks to
and jolly visit ( hic).

Alison Cousins

t

John

h e

a (
I

Protecting Your Data

New government legislation requires organisations like ours to
contact everyone for whom we hold personal data to obtain
consent for continuing to do so. We need to assess what
information we keep and why, and to keep it safe and secure.
Such data will usually be nothing more than what you filled in
on your membership application form or have volunteered to us
since. We need to do this by the end of May and you will be
contacted by e -mail or post for a response.

If you have any concerns about this please contact the museum
or go to the website of the Information Commissioner's Office
at www.ico.org.uk



http://www.ico.org.uk/
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The Grove Mill Fire

In February 1909 a fire destroyed Grove Mill at Mitcham Bridge.
Produced below is the account of the fire as described in the Mitcham
Advertiser at the tlme

GROVE MILLS BURNT.

' -_-» """"‘—g

SE mmm 1 u" *om* T uu, A’I‘ mTHIA'}x

T e o

e vm:»:m T um.xm;”

it Hu» mr-lv-houm ox ‘.ntmrlu“v mm.mng
o five hroke out atb the Grave Mills, Le sndms»;
romly: Mitehan, o l-n;:c, range of - builchng
~mudm~ on the banbs of the Wandle. falmui%’}‘
i lmud:w! vardse from the road, Az far as
ean b aseertdingd e outhreak mulxi it
7hahu'uiaunul liefore. one nclu:.}f Jorsars
240 police constable ou tIuw in tlm umwhw !
hmu‘h(md found o erything ‘safe. Athe ﬁr%';
intimation ihm tht'w Wk wmhmg anyiss
RS ganvey 6_-! i lhw‘ mannager, Mr. Otto-
Flston, by Lhe h,n! g of qlfﬁfa..i_—'].{ﬁ dives
near the mclm-mﬁ.md O uwwtig ativig ‘the
caugs of the disturbance found fames qlmw-.¢
ing on the m[r floor of the principal bl
iny, cwhich 150 three storevs ” high; and
,m&:wunrmlﬂﬁ-*i by GD-11. 'I‘lm, first thing
e il Wirs fo Mmlﬁnw foi the Mm*h.xm
Fire Brigude mli{ it nm-xvxgt,. whick v,v,),z,f
n«wwml ] s , ...11,~ W *«uyplmmmi,vd by
mwi‘hw from the fé)wm'!n._ The mon of
Noo b Brigade, -under .mtv,Janm«r., imnml;
oL yery pwmptlv. and wers on tho geene i
19 minutes.  Capt Jenner quickly realised
the mn;,tufudw and x'npmlxlzu*a, of the ol
Cheeak, and gansed INOE3HREeS ta- be sent to
f \u, A4 Hrlgrxdu at Collier’s:\Waoad, *mitrm and:
i L mvf!tm. S No. Zoawas thie flist {13 arrive, and
thoy got to worl awith their manual from a
atuu*d;nmﬂ in the main voad, Croydon were.
Cshorily an the spof miih Huar *~t“e'1rm«r. une
FiTien umw Sulton, undier Capls Goslin, with:
D theirs, Fivemen  from Hudchn;,tuu (arnm'{
| len gnve theirinssis hmm* '

8 PO T EEIUPR 1 Wl ROnR (07 N IADORAR 1 St T =y Brnh T u‘l..,‘i RN o ;;.;',




Wandle Industrial Museum Bulletin

down slowly” Lut surely.  From the first

Crown Mills, and, ag a matter of fact, ti
well known. house near. the latter
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W eakening the floors, eaused it to fall mtfz
uw;emm, erashes to therground. Shewers

sunt Inbour that the mastery was abtmned,
cand by that tmw'tb ibuxldm was practis

B

heing tln ’wur walls,  The' F‘mvdan ‘and’

with n ling of hose attached to a hydreant,
The wisdom of this pr&muﬁun was shown

i '.anmlw"' slight outbreak: oacciirred, but: the
tmen in uiurgc hml no dlﬂ:rsuliv ni dmding
T T . 1 ST
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of sparlks were thrown up, mf.ofv{, Teat was
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This picture shows the remains of
the mill after the fire.

Grove Mill in 2011 now converted
to flats.

13
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Mapping the Mills:
Exploring the Industrial Heritage
of the River Wandle

On Thursday 22nd March the museum hosted the launch of a new map
charting the Industrial Heritage of the River Wandle. The event was well
attended by museum members and volunteers and also the project
leaders and volunteers.

Showing off the new map.

Below Nicole Crockett, Director of The Building Exploratory, tells us
about the project.

Mapping the Mills is a community heritage project delivered by the

Building Exploratory across 2017 -2018. The project was commissioned by
the Living Wandle Landscape Partnership (LWLP), supported by the
National Lottery through the Big Heritage Lottery Fund.

Working closely with the Wandle Industrial Museum, volunteers from

across the four Wandle boroughs have r
heritage investigating the locations and histories of the water mills and

related buildings that powered the factories of the past.

The research has been collated and has used in the development of

oMapping the Millsdé a printed map whi cl
share and cel ebrate one of Londonds mo:
waterways.

14
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Mapping the Mills Walks Guide

The printed map contains four walking routes along the Wandle
highlighting the industrial heritage and other key historic places of
interest. The map was drawn by illustrator Jane Smith and designed by
Glory Hall. The printed map is available at the Wandle Industrial
Museum, and will be available later in the year at local heritage centres
and libraries. A digital version will be available to download online from
the Wandle Library. www.wandlevalleypark.co.uk/digital -arcive

Izi. Travel Tours App

The four map walks will be available on the online I1zi.Travel app. Using
geo-location technology, walkers will be able to access more detailed
information about the industrial heritage of their chosen walk through
mobile devices.

Walks Programme

The Building Exploratory will provide an opportunity for those interested
to experience the four walks outlined on the map during April and May
2018, in partnership with the project volunteers.

Note: See Page 19 for information on the walks planned.

For further information about the project and the upcoming walks series,
please contact Katie Russell: mail@buildingexploratory.org.uk  or 020
7608 0775

Wandle Treasures Map

The Building Exploratoryds Wandle Trea:
beauti ful hand drawn artwork celebratir
on display at Croydon Central Library until 8 May 2018.

15
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About the Building Exploratory

The Building Exploratory is a learning and engagement organisation
that helps communities to discover the secrets of their local area. It
works across London to celebrate the built environment: its heritage,
buildings and public spaces. It aims to give everyone an opportunity to
share their views about the neighbourhoods where they live and work.

www.buildingexploratory.org.uk
@bulidingexplore

Mitcham Station

In 1911 a piece appeared the Mitcham Advertiser questioning the
positioning of the railway stations serving Mitcham. The area had four
stations: (1) Mitcham Junction, (2) Tooting , (3) Merton Abbey, and (4)
Mitcham. The article asks why is there not a station at Beehive Bridge.
What the writer appears to forget is the history behind these
stations. | may not be fully correct here. The first, Mitcham Junction,
was built so that the King could travel to
Mitcham to play at the golf course. The sec-
ond, Tooting, no doubt served the local peo-
ple. However it was some way from the cen-
tre of Mitcham.

The last two have a more industrial past.
Merton Abbey, at the time of the article the
area was still part of Mitcham, brought the
likes of William Morris to his works and
while it stopped carrying passengers it
continued into the 1960s to carry goods

for the local mills, coal merchants and other
businesses in the area.

This leaves Mitcham station. The only one
of the four that was part of the Surrey Iron
Railway. Its reason for being where it was
to serve the mills and the brewery at
Mitcham Bridge. It is this station, now part of the tram network, that is
the oldest of the four.
Mick Taylor
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